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Does big business help or hinder 
inclusive development through the 
promotion of CSR? Despite all the 
talk about the importance of 
stakeholders, transparency, 
corporate citizenship and 
sustainability, the impacts of CSR 
remain questionable This volume 
assesses the potential and limits of 
CSR in developing countries and the 
rise of private regulation. It does so 
by focusing on aspects that are  
often ignored in the CSR literature: 
historical experience; theoretical 
perspectives; outcomes and 
impacts; institutional and political 
dimensions of change. 
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In today’s developing and transitional 
economies, can we expect organized 
business interests to support social and 
other public policies conducive to inclusive 
development? Does the rise of big 
business facilitate or undermine this 
objective? Through conceptual and 
historical analysis, as well as case studies 
from Brazil, Chile, India, Mexico, Peru, 
Russia and South Africa, this collection 
examines the predominant means by 
which corporate interests directly and 
indirectly influence social, labour market 
and development policy, the reasons for 
their positions and the scope of their 
influence. 
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