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For further information, contact <Jean-Claude.Bolay@epfl.ch>

UNRISD

The United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD)
is an autonomous agency engaging in multi-disciplinary research on
the social dimensions of contemporary problems affecting development.
Its work is guided by the conviction that development policies will be
effective only if they are based on an understanding of their social and
political context. UNRISD attempts to provide governments, development
agencies, grassroots organisations, and scholars with a better under-
standing of how development policies and processes of economic,
social, and environmental change affect different social sectors.
Working through an extensive network of national research centres,
UNRISD aims to promote original research and strengthen research
capacity in developing countries.

UNRISD’s recent research on urban issues has focused on the role
of community-based organisations in confronting urban social problems,
and on the emerging forms of co-operation and interaction between
such organisations and local authorities. In both areas, community-
based researcher-activists and community groups have been intimately
involved in the research alongside more traditional knowledge workers’.
The purpose of this approach has been to create a ‘grassroots perspective’
on the problems and prospects for improving urban governance, and
particularly the ability of marginalised groups to organise themselves
to influence the flow of public and private resources to their benefit.

For more information, visit www.unrisd.org
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